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Texas Historical Commission Staff (DKU, 11/20/86, revised 12/19/86

S IE3U x 28 Official Texas Hi stori cal Marker with post
Tarrant County Order #8789)

LQcka 3720 Streamwood Rd., Fort Worth

W ILLE3URN CEMETERY*

MANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS BURIED

IN THIS PIONEER CEMETERY ARE

DESCENDANTS OF EDWARD WILLBIJRN

*** ***
(180.... 32) AND HIS WIFE NANCY(OVERTON)

(ca, 18lJ. -87) IMMIGRANTS FROM THE

UPPER SOUTH WHO SETTLED HERE IN

THE i85Os.THE EARLIEST MARKED

SRAVE,DATED 1867, IS FOR THE INFANT

CHILD OF WILLIAM AND CASSANDRA

(WILL I ANIS) W ILLBURN.ALSO INTERRED

HERE ARE : RACHAEL M. (WILLBURN)

SNYDER,DONOR OF PROPERTY FOR

A CHURCH,SCHOOL,AND CEMETERY

IN BENBROOK;CHURCH WILLBURN,A

COWBOY ON SEVERAL CATTLE DRIVES IN

THE 1860s;CIVIL WAR VETERANS;AND

OTHER PIONEERS OF SOUTHWESTERN

rARRANT COUNTY, **

rL:As SESCH [iENTENN1L 111Tá

inch lettc mg
**l /2 inch let tering
***l/4 inch lettering
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Texas Historical Commission
Research and Markers Department

P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711

[itle of' Marker ICounty
(sUbJCCt tO rCVISI0Ii by WILLBURN CEMETERYFl-IC staff) llt TARRANTt

Marker Location
(from nearest tOWn !372O Streood Road Fort Worth, Texason state map)

l)istance and direction If not on post.
of subject surface to which
from marker site Marker site - inside fron markerwilibe

entrance attached

Owner of Address Cit. Zip
Marker Site

unknown heirs of Edward Wiliburn

Sponsor o Address City. Zip
Marker rarrant County Historical Commission, % Duane Gage, Chairman

Signature of Address City. Zip
County NE Campus, 828 Harwood Road, Hurst, Texas 76054
('ha irmari

Person to whom City. Zip
to

Tas 26034

V -

*NO TE: Freight companies cannot ship go roule or bus' numbers. I/street address is unavailable, please pro tide a phone number, If
pisarker is to be plated on high nov righ:-of-wai', it is/il he shipped to tour district highu'a,i' engineer.

Please consult the back of this page for specifications of the markers available. Check the items desired below. Approval of the
application and narrative history must be obtained from the county historical commission, as indicated by the counts chairman's
signature on this form, before forwarding the material to the Texas Historical Commission. Please do no, send payment ti ordering
subject or building markers: funds will be requested once the application has been approved by the State Marker Committee.

state sales tax must be added to the price, except if purchased by a tax-exempt organi/ation.

SUBJECT MARKERS
With Las

o (6's 2" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) .... $I9() $197.84
O 27" x 42" subject marker with post .................. $650 $67684
o 27" x 42" subitCi marker without post ............... $600 $624.78

lb' x 28" subject marker with post .................. 53755390.49
o 18" x 28" subject marker without post ............... $300 5312.39

o I(We) request R Fill., designation be considered (or this marker.

BUILDING MARKERS
ii lb" s 12" building marker with post ................ S0 $36445

O (6" I?" building marker without post .......... $00 %l2 19

Applicaitons br building markers will automaihcall(, be considered for th

K lilt. designation Please read carefully Texas Marker Policies 13
thro Is lb. and indicate that you have done so by signing below.

T
A/ Lv

Signature ol owner

PAPER WEIGHTS
Please indicate quantity desired.

- 3" x 4" plastic paperweight
mounted with replica of marker ......................... $90 59371

4 I/ott 2 ,,tuiith Jroi,i completion of marker
Jur receipt of papvris-esght.

Medallion papeisseight ............................. $40 $41.65

.4 I/ott, four lines of' enerai tog; please mdii air t/e.cireil ii ,,rt /1,1g.

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
Please indicate quantit desired and give location(s) on form above:
24" x 24" Historical Markers In City sign ................. S80 $83.30

These trill be shipped wand p/aced on rour town's cur
Irmit.t signs hi the District Flights -am Engineer.

Black and White (for farm-to-market roads, slate and U.S. highwaYs)
- Greets and White (for interstate highways)
I8'x 22" Historical Marker directional sign ............... $80 $83.30

In black and it h/ti' ito/i. For tin and count i roads.
ant must suppim post anti he responsthle for placement.

With arross pointing sirstghi ahesd
Wit Ii arro pointing left

-- With ancivs pointing right

OTHER
o National Register plaque ......................... $ 50 $ 52.06
0 12's 6" supplemental plate ....................... SIlO $114.54
o 16" x 12" building marker plate only

(see policy $15) .................................. $190 $197.84
o Replacement medallton (5CC policy lS) ............. SIlO $114.54
O Iir,in,e stars ((or replacement on (936

granite markers) ................................. $ 25 $ 26.04
o Brone wreaths (fur ieplaeement on

(936 granite mriikcrs) ............................ $ 25 $ 26.04
o Bronie seals (lot replacement on

(936 granite markers) .......................... S 65 $ 6769
o l3ion,c plates (kr teplaceinent on

916 grantie markersl ............................ $185 5(92.64

LI (criuticates of commendation .......................... 50c each

flfT. Q ' 2I
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THE WILLBURN CEMETERY

by Kate McDonald
3724 Linden Ave.

Fort Worth, Texas

89

One of the most beautiful pioneer cemeteries

in Tarrant County is the Wiliburn Cemetery. Located

in the southwestern portion of the county near the Clear

Fork of the Trinity River, this cemetery still exists

as a memorial to one of the area's earliest and most

remarkable families. Today, it is almost surrounded

by luxurious homes in Ridglea Country Club Estates near

Benbrook, and it is entirely hidden by a high wooden

fence near the intersection of Streamwood Road and

Tamarack. Stepping through the gate of the wooden

fence is like taking a step back in time, for here lies

a cool, shady haven of flora in the midst of the manicured

lawns of suburban life.

Several descendants of Edward and Nancy (Overton)

Willburn are buried here. Edward was born in Kentcky.th......

1805; Nancy was a native of Tennessee and was born around

1811. They were married in Missouri and came to Texas

between 1843 and 1845. Along with several families of

relatives, they settled in Dallas County. Although

Edward Willburn was a chainmari for surveyors in Tarrant

County as early as 1852, it was not until 1854 that he
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and his family moved to this county.' By 1860, he owned

land from the James Rodgers, F. S. Perry, A. Beard, James

Wilburn, and W. Houston surveys. He was the patentee of

two of these. He had also received his own land grant

which was later located by his heirs near the Clear Fork

of the Trinity River. He farmed and, along with his sons,

raised livestock. As the city of Fort Worth grew and schools

were established, Mr. Willburn built a residence in town

so that his children could attend school. He returned

later to the farm, then moved again to his residence in

the city. Finally, he and his wife moved to California

around 1870. He died in 1882. Nancy lived until 1887.

They are both buried in California.2
Edward and Nancy (Overton) Willburn had eleven

children: James (born circa 1831); a child who died in

infancy; Sarah A. (born circa 1833); Rachael Marinda

(1835 to 1924); William Perry Barnett (born circa 1837);

Francis Marion (circa 1840 to 1882); John Sidney (1842 to

1914); Martha M. (born circa 1845); Edward Church Dyke

(born 1847); Aaron 0. (born circa 1850); and David

(born after 1850). Of these children, James and David

resided in California, Aaron in Colorado, and William P. B.

in Mexico. Marinda, who married John Snyder, and Sarah,

who married J. W. Smith, lived in Brownwood, Texas. Martha
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married William Cox and died during a trip to California

with her family. Only Francis Marion, John Sidney, and

Edward Church Dyke Wiliburn remained in this county.3
The Wiliburn Cemetery is composed of fifteen

marked graves. Thirteen gravestones are still either

intact or have been repaired. One is broken, and only

the base of another exists. The oldest grave is that

of a Willburn infant who lived only one day. The son

of William Perry Barnett and Cassandra (Williams) Willburn,

this child was born on July 11, 1867 and died July 12, 1867.

Two other children of William P. B. and "Cassy" Wiliburn

are buried near the infant. They are Ella Maude Wiliburn

(April 11, 1872 to March 20, 1873) who lived almost one

year, and William Edward Wiliburn (July 20, 1870 to

September 5, 1875) who died when he was little more than

five years of age.4
Eliza P. Williams (July 26, 1844 to November

20, 1878) is buried in the cemetery along with her son,

Aaron Porter (1872 to 1897). Eliza Polk (Williams)

Porter Willburn was the daughter of Michael and Eliza

Williams and the first wife of Edward Church Dyke Willburn.

She was a widow and had six children by Mr. Porter of

which Aaron was one. She married Church Willburn in

1874, and they had two children, Martha M. and Eliza Polk.

.
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After Eliza's death in 1878, Church married Miss Peace

Barnett, a native of Collin County, Texas, and the dau-

ghter of Frank Barnett. Churchwas born in Dallas County

in 1847 and came to Tarrant County at the age of six. He

is perhaps one of the most colorful members of the Wiliburn

family. Working as a cowboy for many years, he participated
------

in many cattle drives during the 1860's. He returned to

Tarrant County in 1870, and in 1920, he was still living

in the home he built near Benbrook. Church and his second

wife, Peace, had seven children: Frank, Church, Jessie,

Ira, Reuben, Annie, and Florence.5
Also buried in the cemetery are John Sidney Willburn

(May 7, 1842 to January 16, 1914) and his wife, C. T.

(Tex) Willburn (September 7, 1847 to August 13, 1905). Sidney,

a veteran of the Civil War, married Texanna Addington of

Benbrook, and they lived in that community for many years.

Their children were Elizabeth, Frank, Mattie, Helen, Ned,

Walter, Sidney R., Tennie, Dave, and George. Their eldest

daughter, S. E. (Elizabeth) Willburn (December 1, 1867 to

December 1, 1875) died on her eighth birthday and is

buried near her parents.6
Although Rachael Marinda (Willburn) Snyder (1835 to

1924) and her husband, John Snyder (1820 to 1882), lived in

Brownwood, Texas, for many years, they are also buried in the

.
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Willburn Cemetery. John Snyder came to the Texas before

1848 and patented 640 acres of land in Parker County. He is

said to have built the first house in Parker County in the

early 1850's. In 1871, Marinda received two tracts of land

from her father, Edward Wiliburn. The first tract of 140

acres out of the J. S. Wilburn survey was located on Walnut

Creek, a tributary of Mary's Creek in southwestern Tarrant

County. On November 11, 1901, Mrs. yder save five acres

out of this tract fp schc'ol., çhur4i, areçerin

Benbrook. This school was known for many years as the

Marinda Schoolhouse in her honor.7
In the Wiliburn Cemetery, there is a base with

a missing marker. This is possibly the gravesite of Francis

Marion Willburn (circa 1840 to 1882). Francis, or Frank,

along with his brothers, W. P. B. and John Sidney, served

during the Civil War under Captain James J. Callan in the

Texas State Troops. The three brothers enlisted in Coleman

County, Texas. Frank, a first lieutenant, and W. P. B.,

a private, served for one month as spies during the fall

of 1861. While W. P. B. later joined the 19th Regiment

Texas Cavalry commanded by Colonel Nathaniel M. Burford,

Sidney and Frank joined the Frontier Regiment Texas Cavalry

(later designated 46th Texas Cavalry) commanded by Colonel

James N. Norris. There is no evidence that Frank ever

[I
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married. He died in Tarrant County in 1882.8
Other graves in the Willburn Cemetery are those

of three young children named Leak. They are John C. Leak

(May 2, 1875 to January 28, 1876), Edward E. Leak

(February 28, 1878 to December 31, 1878), and Charles E.

Leak (July 3, 1890 to February 5, 1894). Possibly the

Leaks were tenant farmers. They lived in the J. W. Smith

survey, which adjoins the survey in which E. C. D. Willburn's

farm was located. There is one gravestone in the cemetery

which has been broken near the base, and the upper part

is missing. This may be the grave of a servant who lived

with the Wiliburn family. The remainder of the inscription

on this broken headstone is "
. . . age 75, faithful in

'V

¯ life, emancipated by death

The Wiliburn Cemetery is located on land which

was owned by Ernest Allen, Sr., and it has been preserved

by Ernest Allen, Jr. and T. J. Luther, who were developing

the area in the mid-1970's. There is no evidence to suggest

that any of the deaths of those persons buried in the cemetery

were related to an epidemic. The last burial was that of

Rachael Marinda (Willburn) Snyder in 1924. The cemetery has

always been known as the Wiliburn Cemetery or the Willburn

Family Cemetery. It is in good condition, and is protected

by a high wooden fence. Mr. Fred L. Hefferon, a resident of

Ridglea Country Club Estates who lives across the street

S
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from the cemetery, has undertaken the task of caring for

it. The Wiliburn Cemetery has no perpetual care fund and

no cemetery organization. Mr. Hefferon, who moved to his

home on Strearnwood Road twelve years ago from Illinois,

has been the only source of maintenance. Other neighbors

have contributed such things as grass for the entrance,

ç 10flower bulbs, and water or these plants.

Although there are numerous Wiliburn descendants,

it is unlikely that the cemetery will be used. It may

remain only as a memorial to some of Tarrant County's

first one hundred settlers.11

S

S
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1. Mrs. V. K. Carpenter, transcriber, The State of Texas
Federal Population Schedules Seventh Census of the United
States, 1850 (Huntsville, Ark.: Century Enterprises, 1969),
Volume 2, P. 588, Famil No. 107.

Mary Daggett Lake, "Edward Willburn Family Pioneers
of Benbrook Community," Manuscript, ca. 1920, p.1. (A copy
of this manuscript may be found in the archives of the
Tarrant County Historical Commission.)

B. B. Paddock, History of Texas together with a
Biographical History of Tarrant and Parker Counties
(Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1895), p. 294.

Seymour V. Connor, The Peters' Colony of Texas (Austin:
Texas State Historical Association, 1959), p. 430.

Weldon I. Hudson, compiler, First Settlers of Tarrant
County, Texas 1841-1859 (Ft. Worth: By the author, 1983),
Volume 1, Land Grants, pp. 125, 132, and 134.

2. National Society of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, Six Flags Chapter, Tarrant County Tax Lists,
1860 (n. p.: By the society, 1982), n. pag. (p. 34 of
the actual tax list.)

¯
Weldon I. Hudson, compiler, First Settlers of Tarrant

County, Texas 1841-1859 (Ft. Worth: By the author, 1983),
Volume 1, Land Grants, p. 212.

The Fort Worth Genealogical Society, Abstract of Land
Titles, Tarrant County, Texas (Ft. Worth: By the society,
1969), pp. 4, 45, and 86.

Tarrant County, Texas. Deed Records, Volume N, p. 217
and Volume T, p. 550 (for Heirs of Edward Wiliburn Patent
No. 578 and 591, respectively), and Volume 0, pp. 478-479,
Volume T, pp. 554-555, and Volume 45, pp. 27-28 (for veri-
fication of Edward Wiliburn in California 1871, 1870 and
1881, and 1873, respectively).

Mary Daggett Lake, "Edward Willburn Family Pioneers
of Benbrook Community," Manuscript, ca. 1920, p.1.

B. B. Paddock, History of Texas together with a
Biographical History of Tarrant and Parker Counties
(Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1895), p. 294.

* This article was based on information from members of
the Wiliburn family.

S
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3. Mrs. V. K. Carpenter, transcriber, The State of Texas
Federal Population Schedules Seventh Census of the United
States, 1850 (Huntsville, Ark: Century Enterprises, 1969),
Volume 2, p. 588, Family No. 107.

Mary Daggett Lake, "Edward Wiliburn Family Pioneers
of Benbrook Community," Manuscript, ca. 1920, pp. 2-7.

B. B. Paddock, History of Texas together with a
Biographical History of Tarrant and Parker Counties
(Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1895, pp.294-295.

Tarrant County Texas. Deed Records, Volume 295,
p. 396 (affidavit of heirship by Mrs. M. C. Wells, a daughter
of Mrs. R. M. Snyder) and Volume 520, p. 72 (affidavit of
heirship by J. Sid Willburn, son of Edward Willburn).

4. Mrs. Homer L. Roper and Mrs. J. S. Howard, "Unidentified
Cemetery, Tarrant County, Texas," in Footprints, Volume 20,
No. 4, November, 1977 (Ft. Worth: Fort Worth Genealogical
Society, 1977), p. 196. (This is an inventory of the Wiliburn
Cemetery dated September 8, 1974.)

Fred L. Hefferon, An inventory of the Willburn Cemetery
in a letter to Duane Gage received October 3, 1980. (The
original letter is in the archives of the Tarrant County
Historical Commission in the Wiliburn Cemetery file.)

5. Mary Daggett Lake, "Edward Willburn Family Pioneers
of Benbrook Community," Manuscript, Ca. 1920, pp. 4-7.

B. B. Paddock, History of Texas together with a
Biographical History of Tarrant and Parker Counties
(Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1895), pp. 293-295.

Fred L. Hefferon, An inventory of the Willburn Cemetery
in a letter to Duane Gage received October 3, 1980.

6. Mary Daggett Lake, "Edward Wilihurn Family Pioneers
of Benbrook Community," Manuscript, ca. 1920, p. 4.

Texas Confederate
Index (Dallas: Microfilm Service and Sales Company, n.
Reel No. 15, Division No. 1.

Fred L. Hefferon, An inventory of the Wiliburn Cemetery
in a letter to Duane Gage received October 3, 1980.

7. Mary Daggett Lake, "Edward Willburn Family Pioneers
of Benbrook Community," Manuscript, Ca. 1920, pp. 2-3.

Fred L. Hefferon, An inventory of the Wiliburn Cemetery
in a letter to Duane Gage received October 3, 1980.

Seymour V. Connor, The Peters' Colony of Texas
(Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1959), p. 397.

* Mr. Hefferon has lived on Streamwood Road across the
street from the Wiliburri Cemetery for the past twelve years.
He cares for the cemetery in his spare time.



*

THE WILLBORN CEMETERY--lO

Weldon I. Hudson, compiler, First Settlers of Tarrant
County, Texas 1841-1859 (Ft. Worth: By the author, 1983',
Volume 1, Land Grants, pp. 40 and 111.

Tarrant County, Texas. Deed Records, Volume 0,
pp. 478-479 (for gift deed from Edward Willburn to R. M.
Snyder) and Volume 163, p. 264 (for donation from R. M.
Snyder to Marinda Schoolhouse).

8. Fred L. Hefferon, An inventory of the Wiliburn Cemetery
in a letter to Duane Gage received October 3, 1980.

Mary Daggett Lake, "Edward Wiliburn Family Pioneers
of Benbrook Community," Manuscript, ca. 1920, p. 4.

_________________________________

Texas Convederate
Index (Dallas: Microfilm Service and Sales Company, n. d.)
Reel No. 15, Div. No. 1.

9. Fred L. Hefferon, An inventory of the Willburn Cemetery
in a letter to Duane Gage received October 3, 1980.

Sam Street, Map of Tarrant County, Texas (Ft. Worth:
Texas Map Publishing Company, 1895).

"'Pool' Fence Protects
Relic," article in the Fort Worth Star Telegram, Sunday,
September 1, 1974, Section F, p. 1.

S 10. Fred L. Hefferon, Interview with Kate McDonald at
the Willburn Cemetery, Monday, September 2, 1985.

Fred L. Hefferon, An inventory of the Willburn Cemetery
in a letter to Duane Gage received October 3, 1980.

Mrs. Homer L. Roper and Jrs. J. S. Howard, "Unidentified
Cemetery, Tarrant County, Texas," in Footprints, Volume 20,
No. 4, November 1977 (Ft. Worth: Fort Worth Genealogical
Society, 1977), p. 196. (Location of cemetery cited in a
note accompanying the inventory. This note is in the archives
of the Tarrant County Historical Commission.)

"'Pool' Fence Protects
Relic," article in the Fort Worth Star Telegram, Sunday,
September 1, 1974, Section F, p.1.

11. Mary Daggett Lake, "Edward Willburn Family Pioneers
of Benbrook Community," Manuscript, Ca. 1920, p. 1.
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MARKER TITLE

MARKER SIZE

WILLBURN CEMETERY

18" x 28" Subject Marker with post

PROCEDURE FOR MARKER APPLICATION

INITIAL DATE
CO!NTYCHAMAN:
Mr. 'cuaneage )

TCJC'Eainpus
________________________

FR 10/11/85
I. Application checked and dated 8281rbç1 Rd.

(0

___________________________________

2. Receipt of application acknowledged
_________

3. Additional information sent for

_______

ii-
. ç 4. Evaluated

5. Sent to SMC for approval

6. Letter of approval sent and folder labeled

7. Check deposited

f/2cg. 8. Inscription written
_________

9. Inscription sent out for approval

/-z.q Jcc 10. Reapproval sent (if necessary)

II. Highway permission secured (if necessary)

Z551 12. Order sent to Southwell

fc 13. Rubbingchecked

\ 14. News release material sent (RTHL certificate if applicable)

L4 fri-) IS. Notice of shipment sent

CHECK RECEIVED: ___________

CHECK NO.: _______________

CHECK DATED: _______________

APLACITJT C1P ('IJPC'V. -

'.9

5 CHECK SIGNED BY: D. & 1cQe#.jr, '1b1:rJJ fvrf%
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MARKER WORKSHEET

TITLE WILLBURN CEMETERY

ADDRESS 3720 Sbeunuoe Rd.

TOWN Fort Worth

COUNTY Tarrant

it fl/IT? r mn nm?,,-.. V flY Y%rvy

JOB NO. 8789

SUBJECT GY

DATE 86

RTHL_____________

SIZE S, w/post

HISTORICAL EVALUATION:

The author of the narrative did an excellent job of using primary and secondary
sources to gather material on this cemetery. By continuing to mark small family
graveyards like this one, the THC serves to educate the public on the ways of
pioneer life.

Recommended for

RECOMMENDATION: subject marker

RECOMMENDATION OF SMC MEMBER:

COMMENTS:
signature

MARKER GUIDE INFO:

EVALUATED BY / ?(i

.
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Research and Markers Department
Texas Historical Commission
P.O. Box 12276
Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711
5 12/475-3092
February 5 1987

Mr. Bill Southwell, Jr.
The Southwell Company
P.O. Drawer 299
San Antonio, Texas 78291

Dear Mr. Southwel.l:

Enclosed is an application for see above

We would appreciate a rubbing of this inscription.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

L4
Cindea Langdon
Research and Markers

len

S}IIP TO
Sharon Gunn
Tarrant County Purchasing Department
100 B. Weatherford
Fort Worth, TX 761)96

NO. 7Q

RE: 18" 28" Suhji.t (th Poøt

Tarrant County
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Research and Markers Department
Texas Historical Commission
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, TX 78711
512/475-3092

U

December 9, 1.985

Duane Gage
TCJC NE Campus
828 Eaxwood Road
Hurst, TX 76034

Re: Wi111irn Cemetery
18" x 28" Subject Marker with Post

Dear Mr. Gage

This letter is to advise you that the State Marker Committee has reviewed and accepted
in principle your application for the above referenced marker. When the inscription for
the marker has been written, a copy will be sent to you for approval.

The Texas Historical Commission wishes to congratulate you for your efforts to record
and preserve Texas history.

Sincerely,

Li % -(
Frances Rickard, Historian
Research and Markers

FR/on

cS. Payment for this marker is now due. The amount od is $397.97
(375.00 if paid for by a tax exempt organization). The inscrir
will not be written until payment is received.
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C.T. Willburn
Sept.7, 1847

'. Aug. 13, 1905
and daughter
S.E. Wiliburn
Dec. 1, 1867
Dec. 1. 1875

1 a. J.S. (foot stone) óa. A.A.P. (Foot Sto.e)
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